Flash in a Web 2.0 World
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About Me

® Senior Software Developer @ Schematic(.com) NYC

® Teach Flash & XHTML/CSS at The Cooper Union

® Created and maintain SWFObject Flash detect + embed
script
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Some work

® Vongo

® Game Invasion (Comcast)
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o GameTap MCE
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What is VWeb 2.0!?

® |[t’'s a state of mind, not a specific technology

® An easy way for people who ‘get it’ to talk
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Web 1.0 vs. 2.0

DoubleClick = Google AdSense
Ofoto = Flickr
Akamai = BitTorrent
mp3.com =" Napster

Britannica Online = W/ikipedia

personal websites —> blogging

evite —> upcomlng org. and R
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“Flash VWeb 2.0”

Skip Intro =—» No Intro
Flash as Content =—> Flash as Style + Behavior (XML as content)
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The Philosophy of web (2.0)

(one of them eat least)

Use progressive enhancement:
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Lhe Ehilosophy of Elash




Flash as a web 2.0 technology

® Separate your content from Style + Behavior

® Use progressive enhancement
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Separating Content

® Use a Database!

® Use XML files




Progressive Enhancement

Or “graceful degradation”

® Only show Flash if the user agent supports it
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Browser Functions

® Provide back button & deep link support

_;H, . DOnt break Sea’rChablllt b Sea’rCh en Inescﬂm
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State Management Scripts

® SWFAddress and StateManager

® Both work about the same way

® No more broken Back Buttons!
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State Manager Scripts

® The hash and page title can be updated
whenever you like
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Only use it when you need it

® Great examples of Flash used well
® YouTlube

® Google Finance
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The HUF (HTML Under Flash) technique

Progressive Enhancement with Flash

® Build HTML first, then add Flash
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The HUF technique

Progressive Enhancement with Flash

HTML w/ alt content

Flash Loads XML/Remoting
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search Engine Optimization




Search Engine Optimization




Progressive Enhancement

= Instant searchability

<script type="text/javascript" src="swfobject.js"></script>

<div id="flashcontent">
<a href="otherpage.html|”>Other Page</a>
T <a href_ otherotherpage html”>Other Other Page</a> G e B

Rt i

R B




Flash site SEO flow

T h e H U F Start (Site Root)

Technique

Raw HTML Site
+ Redirect to root with Hash URL

“Crawl Pages™

Flash Start ‘

/section/subsection At Site Root
SEQO for your A
1 [#/section/subsection
Flash site section/subsect :

Display Flash Content

Load section based
on URL Hash




Into the future

® Browser makers need to fix the Object tag
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The End!
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http://blog.deconcept.com/swfobject/
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